
Opportunities for diaspora investment and in partnering with the U.S. Government 
National Association of Haitian Professionals 4

th
 Annual Conference 

November 14, 2015 – Kovens Conference Center, Florida International University 

 

Leveraging Effective Application of Direct Investments (LEAD) 

The Leveraging Effective Application of Direct Investments (LEAD) project improves access to investment 

capital for Haitian businesses and strengthens their business skills. The project has attracted investments in 

Haitian small and medium enterprises through a matching grants program. The project also explores innovative 

ways to promote Diaspora philanthropy through pooled remittances for social investments or small 

infrastructure projects. One LEAD grant helped Edouard Carrié, a Haitian entrepreneur, expand his recycling 

business, which simultaneously helps to keep the streets, canals and vacant lots of Port-au-Prince clean and 

provide an income to 6,000 Haitians. Another grant helped Surtab, a Haitian company, produce a tablet that is 

more affordable for Haitians than its Apple or Samsung counterparts and provide jobs for 56 Haitians at four 

times the minimum wage, giving them skills and income that provide a sustainable path out of poverty.  

To learn more about this initiative, visit: http://leadinvestmentshaiti.info  

 

Local Enterprise and Value Chain Enhancement (LEVE) 

USAID launched the Local Enterprise and Value Chain Enhancement (LEVE) [LEV-eh] project to foster broad-

based economic growth and increase employment in Haiti. LEVE is designed to create jobs in target industry 

sectors in the Port-au-Prince, Saint-Marc, and Cap-Haïtien development corridors by using a “value chain 

approach,” from input suppliers to end market buyers. Through LEVE, a grant made in July helped train 50 

women from Village la Difference in sewing skills and will help place the women in the Sae-A factory at the 

CARACOL Industrial Park. Entrepreneur Carlo Darbouze, from the Diaspora community, established the 

Centre de Transformation Agro-Industriel (CETAI), an agribusiness dedicated to processing agricultural goods 

in Cabaret that later expanded operations to Santo 9 and Criox des Bouquets. Through USAID's LEVE project, 

CETAI will create a packaging plant in Santo that will decrease both food waste and the demand for imported 

food.  

To learn more about this initiative, visit: http://haitileveproject.org  

 

Global Development Alliance (GDA) 

The Global Development Alliance (GDA) invites organizations to form public-private alliances to carry out 

activities in support of USAID's international development objectives. GDA uses its Annual Program Statement 

(APS) to generate competition for new awards to address critical development problems in countries where 

USAID is currently working. Potential alliance partners are expected to bring significant new resources, ideas, 

technologies, and/or partners to development activities. Successful proposals will mobilize private sector 

contributions, both cash and in-kind resources, on at least a one-to-one basis. Partners include diaspora groups, 

foundations, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), private businesses, business and trade associations, 

colleges and universities, and many others.  

To learn more about this initiative, visit:  

https://www.usaid.gov/work-usaid/get-grant-or-contract/opportunities-funding/global-development-alliance-

annual-program 

 

International diaspora Engagement Alliance (IdEA) 

Launched in 2011 by the State Department’s Office of Global Partnerships, IdEA centers on diaspora 

engagement for diplomacy and development. IdEA provides opportunities to plug into various initiatives, 

including MicroMentor, capacity building workshops, Investment initiatives, and Global Diaspora Week 

(typically held in October). Global Diaspora Week is a week-long celebration of diaspora communities and their 

contributions to diplomacy and development globally that enables organizations to showcase initiatives and 

promote dialogue around Diaspora engagement. 

To learn more about these initiative, visit: www.diasporaalliance.org     
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